









                …August, 2011
ATTENTION: Ms Amy Watson

Major Project Assessment

Department of Planning

GPO Box 39   SYDNEY   NSW   2001                                      BY EMAIL: plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.au
RE: Application No: MP08_0195    78-90 Old Canterbury Rd, Lewisham  -  Preferred Project Plan
I object to the applicant’s Preferred Project Plan, currently before the Department and available for viewing on your website, for the following reasons:

1) There are seven (7) bulky buildings proposed, with heights ranging up to ten (10) storeys, now to contain some 430 flats, which remains a gross overdevelopment of this site. It proposes a density and scale which is completely at odds with the established and valued character of the surrounding residential locality.
2) The amount of floor space for these 430 flats (and the smaller amount of retail/office areas) is more than double what Marrickville Council’s McGill Street Master Plan would provide. The Council’s masterplan was developed in conjunction with the community and there is no reason why its controls should not be observed.

3) The buildings proposed are too close to each other, so many residents will have no privacy and their flats will get little or no sunlight. Courtyards and walkways are also in shadow. Buildings A and B are each ten (10) storeys high but only four (4) metres apart, with the walkway in this ‘canyon’ unsafe to use.

4) The adjoining and nearby roads and streets are currently heavily used and many intersections are almost gridlocked in peak periods. Aside from ‘left turn only’ restrictions and a suggestion of traffic lights at Edward St and Old Canterbury Rd, nothing is proposed to cater for the increased traffic generated by the proposal. McGill St will become the main access turning to and from Old Canterbury Rd and is far from safe. Hudson St is barely wide enough for two-way traffic so no parking (or unloading of vehicles to service the shops) will be possible. Parking in other streets is restricted, many flats will have no car spaces allocated at all and visitor parking is inadequate.

Approval of this concept plan will set a precedent for the adjoining industrial lands also proposed for residential re-development. At this density over 1000 flats can be expected, a disaster for current and future residents alike.

The Council and community’s planning for this area should be respected, not disregarded. The Concept (Preferred Project) Plan should be rejected.
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